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ALCOA WORLD ALUMINA AUSTRALIA, WAGERUP ALUMINA REFINERY, NOISE LEVELS 

45. Mr J.L. Bradshaw to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage 

(1) Does Alcoa Wagerup operate with noise levels in excess of the allowable levels? 

(2) If yes, why has no action been taken against Alcoa Wagerup? 

(3) Why is the Department of Environment Protection employing ‘independent noise consultants’ to review 
noise management at Alcoa’s Wagerup Refinery? 

(4) Shouldn’t noise management be the responsibility of Alcoa? 

(5) Is this a step towards the Government allowing Alcoa Wagerup to operate at higher than currently 
allowed levels? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 

1)  Yes. Alcoa's noise monitoring indicates noise levels in excess of allowable levels. 

2)  Action has been taken. The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has, under its Enforcement 
and Prosecution Guidelines, applied considerable pressure to Alcoa in relation to complaint response 
and reduction of noise emissions.  As a result, Alcoa has engaged in a major noise reduction program, 
which the company claims has achieved significant improvements in noise emissions, at a cost of more 
than $6 million since 1995. 

3)  The DEP has engaged independent acoustic consultants to review the major aspects of Alcoa's noise 
management, because of the highly complex nature of noise generation within the Alcoa Wagerup 
Refinery, as indicated by the large number of noise sources requiring specialist noise treatment. 

The consultant's review is an important input into the department determining if Alcoa has taken, or is 
taking, all reasonable and practical measures to reduce noise.  The department has previously stated it 
does not intend to support a variation under the noise regulations unless this can be confirmed. 

4)  Noise management should be, and is, the responsibility of Alcoa.  Alcoa is paying for the independent 
review of noise management, with the contract being let and supervised by the DEP. 

5)  Whether or not Alcoa will be permitted to operate the Wagerup Refinery at levels in excess of the 
allowable levels will depend upon the outcome of their application to me under noise regulation 17 for 
approval to exceed allowable levels.  The independent review of noise management will form part of 
the EPA's assessment of the application, along with a public consultation process.   

 


